Change Of Pace
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’ When the count | rea.ch ﬂve“ ne tele :
ll:mff ﬁduénped up froﬁirl his seat al Ioundﬂy
claimed; ‘‘man, this is qut of sight : ‘
;- He | was 'referring ito ﬁtberbly t’alg
‘Texas Western Mirers bas
jst been introduced to thé croivd prioi"
start of the nationdl onegigte
, eimmptonship game against' Kenpfky
SErang y, numerous cage followe! s were

qqmcerntad. :
Few individuals (not redders f this colur

it turns out, were| aware jof the, faé[t that

. Miiers floored five Negroes o thery :

five “this season. Even-less, ga '& the, gallo
Texalma any -sort ofl a chande aga
team that had been built ‘as some s r
ipermsn from another planet. . |
1 Yet, 'when the ‘dust o hattl had clear
'there was K ntuclny tears and rall acc pt&n
the prizes that go to loisers. The Wi doats
had- met their masters and were now as| tame

as kittens. | eé
“'In'many respects thllwa‘sagamethatcf tur
¢ Old. South and the new. Several years -ago
] wpen the color barrier tumbled, n%pexa&-fw s‘tern
boach an Haskins, was suddenly given a new:
Tlease on life. ' : |
- Like a schoblboy who had just been told he
ne longer needed fo ask permission to \visit
th rést .room, ithe 36 year old cage mentor,
enly . had 1Tee reign it:e t. the type| o
téam. he. wanted. | As a result, word went out al,
goross | hhe.' country that Texas Western wa

intt i d in basketball playen$. The: eollo
' of their skin didn’t matter. |
With' the aid of, accombyished kalent scout
ﬁl;e deluge began. Harry lourney and Orste
. Artis arrived on- the scen from 'Indiana. New
York City was represented. by, Willie | Cager,
Willie Worsley and Nevil Shed. Qﬁ'o e ‘“‘Big
'"*, Detroit, came s ﬁobby ill he dnly
player from Texas was a Houstpn high school
sensation med - DavicgéLattm He was, the only
gtarter frora the Lone Star state] |
'.E‘ While Texas, Western was légd.ing up on ta.n
é‘ﬁt Kentucky continued follgwing [the line :
' teast resistance. Even tho the | state of
K‘eniucky lowered | its [racial - bays, the bigg‘est
‘SGHDG. e the sta&e siiill tayed:
‘the cage court. . | N

i

Still, when payoff tim arrived this year.
it was felt. by virtually all of the na fons top
, basketball selectors that Texas 1 Wisjern was
al\ team that didn’t’ belong'on th e couq‘t
E the Wildeats. Few pebple bok into con-

sideration that the Miners\ recol . 27-1, going
~ into {the championship . game, wai the the e

. of Kentucky’s. The feeling pergisted t the
. caliber of the Miner’s opposition was inferior,
RN 2 ‘didni’th tién out that way g9.1: all.| Befere :
thF -second. ﬁg was very old, | Kentucky -was .
ly eltiminatéd. Once'the Wildcdts got

as close -as 39-38, but then they faded. Texas
went on .to build a 68- 57 nrar and n(ever}
1ookéd back. a
r here are many heroes an;{ong the Beven
Negr | Texas ‘Western used 1n§,fthe gams. Bu
the 'biggest. were undoubtedly Hill, whg
stands 5«-10 and steals a baskdtball with Eh%

c eyernesﬂs .of & bank robber, and husky
att who pulls/ down rebounds like he is Fpi
ing-c erries out of a tree.

. For 1Kenfucky and its thousands of faithlful
followers, the defeat must have been crushing.
N‘;ot only did the Wildcats lose the opportunity
-to bring the fchool its fifth-national cage title,
the team missed out on the apportunity of proving
that there are schools who can still win the
hig title <I.'ithcmt Negro players. L
y qhout thé country coaches have been
hispering among themselves that Negro players
Flelp bring major titles. . E
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